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Pollen is a yellow powder found on the anther and is created by 

the male reproductive system of  a plant (stamen). It is the 

ingredient used to fertilize the female plant cells (pistil). Once on 

the stigma, located at the top of  the pistil, the pollen travels 

down to the  ovary and fertilizes the ovules so the plant can then 

make seeds. 

What is Pollination? 
Pollination is the process of  moving pollen from the anther of  

a flower to the stigma of  another flower of  the same species to 

create seeds (reproduction). There would not be pretty flowers 

or fruit to eat if  plants did not reproduce.  

Flowers are the tools that plants use to make seeds. Plants rely 

on pollinators such as insects and animals to move the pollen 

from one flower to another flower. 

The Parts of  a Flower 
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Bees - prefer blue and yellow flowers that 

smell sweet. 

Flies - will go to flowers of  any color, but 

usually those that give easy access to the 

pollen. 

Hummingbirds - are attracted to red, 

orange and yellow flowers. They don’t have a 

good sense of  smell so they don’t care what 

a flower smells like. 

Beetles - are the oldest pollinators on earth 

and mainly like white or green flowers that 

have a wide opening. 

Butterflies - are drawn to red, yellow and 

orange flowers and taste with their feet! 

Bats - like large white or pale colored 

flowers, some of  the flowers they feed from 

only open at night. 

Who Are Pollinators? 

Pollinators may not even know they are pollinating. Insects like 

bees and wasps carry pollen from plant to plant as they collect it 

for food. When animals like hummingbirds and bats sip the 

nectar from a flower the pollen attaches to their body and comes 

off  on the next flower they visit. Wind, water, and even humans 

can also spread pollen. 

Different pollinators are attracted to different colored flowers. 
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Why are pollinators so important? 

 If  pollination doesn’t occur, most plants will not 

be able to grow and produce fruit and seeds.  

 If  there are no seeds, new plants won’t grow. 

 Animals and humans count on plants to live. 

 Plants rely on pollinators such as bees to carry the 

pollen from one plant to another plant. 

Can you help the bee find its way to the flower? 
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Anther 
Bats 
Bees 
Butterflies 
Fertilizer 
Flowers 

Fruit 
Hummingbirds 
Pollen 
Pollinator 
Seeds 
Stigma 

Below are some words that have to do with the 

process of  pollination.  

Can you find all the words in the puzzle? 
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 Anther - the part of  a stamen of  a flower that produces and contains pollen  

 Fertilize - to make fertile or productive 

 Pollen - a mass of  tiny particles in the anthers of  a flower that fertilize the 

seeds and usually appear as fine yellow dust  

 Pollination - the transfer of  pollen from an anther to the stigma of  a flower 

 Pollinator - something (such as an insect) that carries pollen from one flower 

to another 

 Reproduction– the process by which plants and animals give rise to offspring 

 Species - a class of  organisms of  the same kind and with the same name 

 Stigma - the upper part of  the pistil of  a flower which receives the pollen 

grains and on which they start to grow 

Fun Words to Know 

Answer Key and Resources 

Pollinator Resources: 

United States Department of Agriculture: https://www.usda.gov/pollinators 

United States Forest Service: https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators 

University of Illinois: http://www.life.illinois.edu/pollinatorweek/docs/Pollination%20Activity%

20Book.pdf 

Edmonton & Area Land Trust: https://www.ealt.ca/protecting-pollinators 


